When Did Death Begin? Evidence from the Fifth and Sixth Days of Creation
Day Five
Then God said, “Let the waters teem with swarms of living creatures, and let birds fly above
the earth in the open expanse of the heavens.” God created the great sea monsters and every living
creature that moves, with which the waters swarmed after their kind, and every winged bird after its
kind; and God saw that it was good. God blessed them, saying, “Be fruitful and multiply, and
fill the waters in the seas, and let birds multiply on the earth.” (Gen 1:20-22)
The Evidence from Day Five
"A Caterpillar eating a leaf brings death. A bird eating a caterpillar brings death. Fish eating insects
brings death." 1 Death occurs at every level of the food chain.
Day Six
Then God said, “Let the earth bring forth living creatures after their kind: cattle and creeping things
and beasts of the earth after their kind”; and it was so. God made the beasts of the earth after their
kind, and the cattle after their kind, and everything that creeps on the ground after its kind; and God
saw that it was good. Then God said, “Let Us make man in Our image, according to Our likeness;
and let them rule over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the sky and over the cattle and over
all the earth, and over every creeping thing that creeps on the earth.” God created man in His own
image, in the image of God He created him; male and female He created them. God blessed them;
and God said to them, “Be fruitful and multiply, and fill the earth, and subdue it; and rule over the
fish of the sea and over the birds of the sky and over every living thing that moves on the earth.”
(Gen 1:24-28)
The Evidence from Day Six
"If animals and insects did not die, they would overwhelm their environment and the ecology would
suffer. Furthermore, if we move to the cellular level death is inevitable. Human skin has an outer
layer of epidermis-- dead cells-- and we know that Adam had skin." 2
Conclusion
There clearly was death on earth prior to the fall of Adam.
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